The government established by
law in British India is carried
on for the exploitation of the

masses.....I have no doubt

whatsoever tliat both England
and the town-dwellers in India
will huvo to answoir, if there is a
God above, for this crime against
humanity which is perhaps an-
equalled in history.....

MAHATMA G-ANDHI

" HINDU-MUSALMAN-EI-J AI"
IN his memorable weekly young India, under date September 8,
1920, Gandhiji wrote:
" During the Madras tour, at Bezwada, I had occasion to remark
upon  the rational crisis and suggested that it would be better to
have cries about ideals than about men.   I asked the audience to
replace ' Mahatma Gandhi-ki-Jai' and * Muhammad Ali-Shaukat Ali-ki-
Jai' by' Hindu-Musalman-ki-Jai'. Brother Shaukat Ali, who followed,
positively laid down the law.   In spite of the Hindu-Muslim unity, he
had observed that, if Hindus shouted ' Bande Mataram ', the Muslims
rang out with ' Allaho Akbar' and vice versa.   This, he rightly said,
jarred on the ear and still showed that the people did not act with
one mind.   There should be, therefore, only three cries recognised.
1 Allaho Akbar' to be joyously sung out by Hindus and Muslims,
showing God alone was great, and no other.   The second should be
'Bande Mataram (Hail Motherland) or ' Bharat-Mata-Ki-Jai' (Vic-
tory to Mother Hind).   The third should be ' Hindu-Musalman-ki-Jai',
without which there was no victory for India, and no true demons-
tion of the greatness of God.   I do wish that newspapers and public
men would take up the Maulana's suggestion and lead the people only
to use the three cries. They are full of meaning. The first is a prayer
and confession of our littleness and therefore a sign of humility.   It
is a cry in which all Hindus and Muslims join in reverence and prayer-
fulness,   Hindus may not fight shy of Arabic words, when their
meaning is not only totally inoffensive but even ennobling. God is no
respecter of any particular tongue,   ' Bande Mataram'. apart from